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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-16 and 24-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Weder (51 1 1613) in view of the English abstract of Japanese Patent 
47029902. 

Weder relates to a method of making a decorative preformed flower pot cover 
comprising the steps of providing at least one sheet of flexible, non-shape sustaining 
polymeric material and forming the sheet into a preformed flower pot covering (abstract 
and col. 2, lines 49-54). As described in Weder, the pot cover includes a base (12) and 
a decorative border (14). The base, as shown in the drawings, has a closed lower end, 
an open upper end, an outer peripheral surface, an inner peripheral surface and a 
retaining space, and the base is provided with a plurality of overlapping fold that are 
connected with together (col. 2, lines 33-48). The skirt or decorative border extends 
outwardly. The cover can be of thin polymeric film material having a thickness of less 
than 1 mil to about 30 mils (col. 3, lines 36-42). The film can be of a single layer or a 
plurality of layers of same or different material (col. 3, lines 27-31 ). The presence of 
multi-layer film would provide for water imperviousness. The cover is provided with 
decorative pattern formed, embossed, printed or otherwise disposed on the outer 
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peripheral surface thereof. The pattern can be printed designs, coatings, flocking, etc. 
(col. 3, line 64 to col. 4, line 3). However, Weder fails to teach expressly that the printed 
or embossed pattern would simulate the texture or appearance of paper. The English 
Abstract of Japanese Patent 74029902 discloses the formation of paper-like sheet with 
colored pattern by embossing the thermoplastic polymeric film. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to utilize the English Abstract's 
teaching of using embossing to simulate the texture or appearance of paper onto a 
polymeric film in the invention of Weder with the motivation to provide for aesthetic 
appeal and strength. 

The features of presence of acrylic heat sealable lacquer, colored adhesive, etc. are 
disclosed in US Patent 4,773,182 which is incorporated by reference into the Weder 
Patent. 

3. Claims 17-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weder in view of Rohn (4201818). 

Weder, as discussed above, fails to teach that the laminate film would have a layer of 
expanded film material. Rohn discloses the use of polymeric foam sheet that is 
embossed to provide for paper-like properties (abstract). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to utilize Rohn's teaching of using foam 
sheet material having paper-like feel in the invention of Weder with the motivation to 
provide aesthetic appeal and soft feel. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nasser Ahmad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1487. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM, and on alternate 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on 571-272-1498. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Nasser Ahmad 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1772 

N. Ahmad. 
July 26, 2004. 



